








PRESIDENT JONATHAN'S NATIONAL DIALOGUE
AND THE CHALLENGES OF NATION BUILDING IN NIGERIA

“national consciousness is the test of a nation, Nigeria is certainly a miserable failure. The aggregate
ittributes of national consciousness is determined by the social cohesion of any given political
ommunity. Social cohesion would include all factors that impacted on a nation's ability to unite
towards a common goal, and could be measured by the extent to which citizens of a nation responded
collectively in pursuit of shared goals, and how they dealt with the political, socio-economic,

~ environmental and other challenges they faced. National consciousness is a logical culmination of the

political engineering of nation-building.

Nation-building is a normative concept that could mean different things to different people. However,
essentially it conceptualizes nation-building programs leading to the development of governmental
infrastructure, civil society, dispute resolution mechanism, development of economic infrastructure and
social programs for the well-being of citizens. Nation- bulldmg, therefore, means that someone or
something is doing the building intentionally .

Nation-building is thus a continuous process.not a project that can be achieved through merely
convening a national conference or promulgating a new constitution, or by creating new political
arrangements/structures. Credible constitution - no matter how perfect or near perfect it could be judged
- as well as whatever appropriate political arrangements are put in place are not process of nation-
building in themselves and do not even guarantee that. Of course credible constitution and appropriate
nolitical i~ ~structure are the necessary framework to facilitate the process of nation-building. Asfar as

..gevais woncerned, its decimal level ~F political integration and very low level development of its
proum:tive forces have nothing to do witl. .ae lack of the required political infrastructure.

In response, at best, to the symptoms of the problem rather than to the cause or basis of the problem
President Jonathan has rolled out his initial program of convening a National Dialogue. So far, there is
very little to doubt the fact that the proposed National Dialogue has now eclipsed the hitherto much
publicized centenary celebration of one hundred years of Nigeria following the amalgamation of
Southern and Northern Protectorates by the British in 1914. And, that, there is also very little difficulty in
establishing direct correlation between the National Dialogue agenda and the (in)famous paper by Prof.
Ben Nwabueze on "North and South Divide as an Obstacle to the Creation of a Nation and National
Front".

Using an academic yardstick the paper is a contradiction in terms. Intellectually, it exposes inherent
limitations of clan-based constitutional lawyer to come to grips with the dialectics of human societies.
As a piece of propaganda, not only it lacks the moral ground to be effective but its short-sighted and
narrow-minded perspective has rendered it counter-productive at delivery point.

Certainly what have been achieved, so far, by the current debacle, would be the resolve of Nigerians to
call off the bluff and demand a Sovereign Conference to comprehensively discuss and take binding
decisions on the political future of Nigeria, as every single issue of contention - as could be proposed by
any part of the Nigerian federation - should be put on the table for discussion and decision.

This Edition is devoted largely to issues dealing with the fundamentals of naﬁon—building and the
National Question. HAPPY READING...

Dr. Kabiru S. Chafe

Nirartnr Arawa Hniige



































































































































































































